
BRITISH PADEL 

Welcome to British Padel’s 2018 Annual Report. A 
year in review outlining the growth of padel 
throughout the UK, providing  specific participation 
figures populated over the last three years from all 
affiliated padel clubs in England, Scotland, 
Northern Ireland, Wales and the Channel 
Islands. 
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Our sport continues to rapidly approach this in the UK, as the 
information in this year’s Annual Report shows you.
It has been an absolute delight to witness the drive of sporting 
clubs who are adding or creating facilities for play all across the 
country.
 
When I look sideways at the European and world developments 
there are multiple examples of Padel tipping points having been 
recently reached and passed, as all the energy of the passionate 
few conglomerates into one large dynamic force, which – just like 
a snowball rolling down a hill  - just gets exponentially larger 
with each revolution it makes.
 
We are aiming for 2020 as our recognition target and member 
numbers remain a vital element of the process. Currently we are 
about a third of the way there. 
Now that there is a highly tangible benefit of player insurance -
valid in the UK and Europe - I hope you will encourage joining 
up at your club so that we can smash down the doors of the 
sporting councils to facilitate funding for the private sector and 
opportunity within the public one.
 
Well played everyone!

Peter Vann 
President of British Padel 
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A Tipping Point 
 
“a point in time when a group – or a large 
number of group members – rapidly and 
dramatically changes its behaviour by 
widely adopting a previously rare practice” 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 
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OFFICIAL RECOGNITION 
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“We are aiming for 2020 as our 
official UK recognition target” 
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All	 af&iliated	 members	 (players,	 clubs,	 and	 coaches)	 are	
directly	 supporting	 our	 application	 to	 the	 UK	 Sporting	
Councils,	whereby	we	 aim	 to	 achieve	 of&icial	 recognition	 by	
2020.	
	
For	 this	 we	 need	 a	minimum	 of	 500	 active	 player	memberships,	 50	
af&iliated	 clubs,	 and	 at	 least	 150	 quali&ied	 instructors	 in	 order	 to	
achieve	&inancial	stability	as	a	governing	body.		
	
Furthermore;	 we	 must	 encourage	 overall	 growth	 through	 regular	
competition,	 leagues,	 and	 social	 play,	 a	 valid	 coaching	 pathway	
endorsed	 by	 all	 af&iliated	 parties,	 and	 continue	 measuring	 overall	
participation	and	activity	throughout	the	UK.	



ABOUT BRITISH PADEL 

UK CLUBS & COURTS 
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British Padel is  a not-for-profit organisation limited by guarantee and 
receives no public funding. It is the acting governing body supported 
by it’s affiliated members of players, coaches, clubs and approved by 
the International Padel Federation (FIP).

Our  organisation  is  responsible  for  measuring  participation, 
implementing regulation, and overall minimal standards for all aspects 
of the sport including and not limited to; court installations, coaching 
courses,  guidance  for  players,  coaches,  and  clubs.  British  Padel  is 
currently seeking full recognition from the UK Recognition Panel, a joint 
policy  comprised  of  the  five  Sports  Councils  (Sport  England,  Sport 
Scotland, UK Sport, Sport Wales and Sport Northern Ireland).

“Our mission is to provide support 
and guidance enabling a faster 
growth for the sport of padel” 

15 total clubs 

21 total courts 

2015  2017 

22 total clubs 

44 total courts 

29 total clubs 

55 total courts 

2018 
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PADEL IN THE UK 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

PARTICIPATION 

3,187 

71%  
male players 

82%  
play at least  
once a month 

47%  
play at least  
once a week 

29%  
female players 

78%  
adult players (16-64 years) 
 

10%  
junior players (from 5-15 years) 
 

12%  
Older adult players (65-74 years) 

Club locations in red 
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29 total clubs 

55 
total  
courts 

players  
in the UK 

2018 YEAR IN REVIEW	



478      (30+) total players 

9 total courts 

5 total clubs 
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ENGLAND 

SCOTLAND 

COUNTRY REPORT 
COMPARED TO PREVIOUS YEAR 

2,332    (797+) total players 

39   (11+) total courts 

21      (7+) total clubs 
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150 total players 

2 total courts 

1 total clubs 

0  total players 

0 total courts 

0 total clubs 

227     (177+) total players 

5 total courts 

2 total clubs 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

WALES 

© British Padel

COUNTRY REPORT 



EVENTS & 
TOURNAMENTS 

BRITISH PADEL TOUR 
The British Padel TOUR is a UK circuit of open tournaments grouped by 
categories for both performance players wishing to compete for a national 
ranking and social addicts seeking some competitive play, both male and 
female.  
 
All affiliated clubs can host official tournaments throughout the year by 
requesting either a GOLD, SILVER or BRONZE (subject to minimum criteria).  
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600+  
Padel events  
throughout the 
UK in 2018 

520+ 

80  
Tournaments 

52 players per 
tournament  
on average 

 

Audience: National 
Attracts 80-130 players 
per tournament 
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Audience: Regional 
Attracts 50-80 players 
per tournament 

Audience: Local 
Attracts 20-50 players 
per tournament 

10 players per 
event on average 

social events 



INTERNATIONAL 
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2017 EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (LISBON) 

WOMEN: 10TH  / MEN: 5TH  

2017 JUNIOR WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (MALAGA) 

GIRLS: 8TH / BOYS: 6TH  

2018 WOLRD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (PARAGUAY) 
MEN: 13TH  

2018 VETS WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (MALAGA) 
WOMEN: 10TH / MEN: 13TH  

Team GB’s participation at the multiple 
international events organised by the 
International Padel Federation. 



POP-UP PADEL LONDON EVENT 

The World Padel Tour London Exhibition returned as 
part of the programme on June 28th & 29th, where 
spectators witnessed the world’s top padel players.
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Exposure to 55,000 people 
and over 1,800 players

WPT professional players together 
with our top British players 

Jonas Björkman, ex professional 
ATP tennis player 

WORLD PADEL TOUR LONDON EXHIBITION 

16 June - 6 July 2018
For the second consecutive year  a  state-of-the-art  padel  tennis  court 
was installed in the heart of the financial district. A three-week pop-up 
event in partnership with the Canary Wharf Group
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Media exposure 
in  City  AM 
(400,000  daily 
readers)



FOR MORE 
INFORMATION:

www.britishpadel.org.uk
Email: hello@britishpadel.org.uk
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